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MEDICARE SPENDING UP

The staggering rise in
Medicare spending over
the past two decades has
been caused by treat-
ing seniors with chronic
conditions, says a recent
study appearing in the
leading health policy jour-
nal “Health Affairs”,

Millions of Medicare
beneficiaries with chronic
illness could benefit from
customized care coordina-
tion offered through Medi-
care Special Needs Plans
(SNPs), and absent from
fee-for-service Medicare.

The study suggested
that care coordination, ev-
idence-based community
prevention and support
for patdent self-manage-
ment are the cornerstones
for successful treatment
of seniors with chronic ill-
nesses.

Care Improvement Plus,
South Carolina’s largest
SNP, encouraged state
Medicare beneficiaries
with chronic illnesses
to find out if they're eli-
gible for assistance under
these coordinated care
plans. They also called
on Congress to consider
the issues of coordinated
care and chronic disease
management for those
on Medicare with chronic
illnesses as they debate
health reform.




